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Dear Friends in Christ,

I recently went to a conference on Stewardship and Church Growth. When I got there, I ‘signed-in’ at the registration desk.   I
was given a lot of hand-outs and a ‘carry bag’ to put the hand outs in. Since I had arrived early I decided to look through the
hand-outs in order to begin to focus on the themes of the conference and on ‘stewardship’.

At some point, I looked at the front of the ‘carry bag’…on the front of it was a logo that said,

“T he Spiri t of Generosity”

Now I knew the focus and theme of the Conference: money, tithing, money, tithing:  “H ow to get people to give money!!!!  
Generosity is about giving isn’t it? And in the church; giving is about money isn’t it? No, that is not what stewardship is about!

Stewardship is about “Sharing God’s generosity of His Grace in our lives.
We are stewards of God’s Grace in the world”.

ST. Paul wrote in the 1  Letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 12,st

“Now  there are var ieties of Gifts, but the same Spir it; and there are var ieties of ser vices, but the same Lor d, but it is the
same God who activates all  of them in everyone……to each is given….”

“ AL L  FOR THE COMMON  GOOD”

Paul means by “the common Good” all of God’s creation. He is telling his church that everyone has a role of the stewardship of
God’s grace for everyone; not just ‘church members’.

Somewhere way back when I was in Seminary a professor said to the class: “A ll of life is Worship”. In other words, he was
saying that everything that we do is some form of worship to God for the generosity that He has given us through His Grace.” 
If we stop to think about it; all of life really is worship. We may not think of it as such, but it is. We tend to think of worship as
a formal, liturgical thing that we do on Sundays. It is that, but it is more than that – it is our entire life and how we focus our
lives. Sometimes our lives reflect good worship. Sometimes our lives do not reflect good worship. But….all of our life is about
who, what or whatever we ‘worship’…and regardless of whether we ‘worship’ well or we ‘worship’ poorly; God loves us and
stays with us…through good times and not so good times.  God is the Spiri t of Generosity. All that he asks us to do is to share
it with others.

The Vestry and Planning Committee have spent a lot of time this summer developing some programs that will  help us share
God’s Grace of generosity for the common good. Some events that you can feel comfortable inviting friends to other than just
our “worship”  services such as The Blessing of the Animals on St. Frances Saturday, Sunday morning breakfasts each month, a
night of fun and food (TGIF and Wii ) and Thanksgiving worship and dinner with Fr. and Mrs. Kessler on Thanksgiving day.

Please take the opportunity to come to some of these events and invite others to come with you. 

Stewardship isn’t about money, it isn’t about time, it isn’t about talent. It’s about all of these. It’s about : All that we are, all that
we have and all the time….because God has given us so much.

May you know and experience God’s generosity in all that you are, all the you have, all the time and invite others to experience
this also,

Peace and joy,

D_



ECW NEWS
Hopefully all of our Church Women have received the program for the 2008—2009
ECW monthly events. If you have not, please pick one up in the Parish Hall and mark
your calendars each month for the Thursday programs of speakers. 

The ECW Board encourages you all to bring a friend with you to the meetings. We
would be delighted to share our programs with others in the Community and we extend
a special invitation for guests to join us for lunch provided by the ECW Board
Members.

ECW PROGRAMS 

2008–2009

October 2, 2008        Jeanné Hudock  – Program on Breast Health Care

November 6, 2008     Jeanné Hudock – Program on Sacred Music

Decemb er 4, 2008     Hope Rural School Child ren

January 8, 2009         The Rev. Dexter Kessler – Program on The His tory

                                         of the Episco pal Church

Februar y 5, 2009       The Rev. Peggy  Sheldon

March 5, 2009            Speaker fr om  Hibisc us House for Childr en 

April 2 , 2009               Speaker fro m Samaritan  House

May 7, 2009                General Meeting and  Closing Luncheon

All programs start at 10:30 AM. except in December the time is 11:00 AM.

The ECW Board meets on the last  Thursday of each month at 9:30 except in
November it meets on the third Thursday.

Ellie H ot te

President



are in hymnals used by Lutherans, Episcopalians, Mennonites, Methodists, Presbyterians,
Catholics and Disciples of Christ, among others.  She continues in this article to tell the story of
It Is Well with My Soul, the hymn on which one of the choir's October anthems is based and I
share it with you now. 

"Horatio Spafford, a successful Chicago lawyer and investor was grieving the death of his
young son when much of his real estate holdings burned down in the Great Chicago Fire of
1871.  Two years later, a ship carrying his wife, Anna, and their four daughters to England
went down, and Spafford received a telegram from Anna with the words 'saved alone.'  Life
seemed to be painfull y against him.  

Spafford rushed to board a ship to be with his wife in England, and as that ship approached the
spot at sea where his daughters had perished, the story goes, Spafford cried out to God with the
lines.   When peace, like a river, attendeth my way/When sorrow like sea billows roll/Whatever
my lot Thou hast taught me to say/It is well/I t is well with my soul. 

Several years later, Spafford's good friend and contemporary, Philp Paul Bliss - one of the most
famous and successful hymn writers of the day - wrote a melody for Spafford's words, giving
us It Is Well With My Soul.

The hymn that Spafford and Bliss left us gives a glimpse into one man's sorrow and reverence
for God's grace.  In the midst of heart-wrenching pain, Spafford was able to turn to God and
utter words not filled with anger but with hope.  Drawing from real-life experience, this hymn
reminds us that when sorrow like sea billows roll, the grace of God often is extravagantly
given.  It is in our suffering that we can claim God's steadfast love."    
  

As you listen to the choir sing John Ness Beck's anthem It Is Well with My Soul, may the story
surrounding this hymn add meaning to our rendition of this work.

God’s blessings and peace.

Jeanné Hudock
Director of Music 

"Hymns we sing Sunday after Sunday often are attached to stories
rich in real-life experience.   And sometimes knowing the story
behind a particular hymn can make its words even more
comforting."  So states Gracia Grindal, a professor of rhetoric at
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota in a Summer 2008 article
appearing in Daily Bread.  Her hymns and hymn translations 



On October  5th, we usher  in the beginning of our  new chor al season.  We welcome into the choir
anyone who loves to sing. Ther e ar e no auditio ns and ther e is no requirement to read music.   All
voices are welcomed. As in last year, the choir w il l attend monthly choral workshops held from
9:30 – 11:30 a.m. on the last Satur day of each month and weekl y choir  rehearsals held one hour
pri or to the church service in which they sing.  We'd love to have you join us and help us praise

the Lord in song. 

Coffee Hour
We would li ke to extend our heartfelt tha nks to all  our coffee hour teams who have provided us with
wonder ful coffee hour s this summer .  The sign-up sheet has been updated so that you can commit
to another round or two.  I f you would like to contribut e to our church activit ies in this manner,
please add your  name to the sign-up sheet.  An existing member  of our  coffee hour  committee will
contact you to get you star ted to include off er ing lessons in making coff ee if  need be.  

Again, a big thank you to all our coffee hour t eams.

THANKS!! !

I  would like to take this opportunity to thank all the wonderful fri ends at Advent who have prayed
for me, called to inquir e about my pr ogr ess, and sent cards and flower s with wishes for a speedy
recovery from my surgery. All of your thoughtful concerns have meant a great deal to me and I am
most appreciative of having so many carin g members at the Church of the Advent.

                   God’s Blessings to all.
           Ell ie Hotte

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

I w ould like to thank you all, the people of the Chur ch of the Advent, the heartbeat of our
congregation, for the wonderful kindness and most fri endly welcome you extended to my sister,
Cr ystal on her  visit her e, fr om Spain.

She and I wer e over whelmed with the kind thoughts and good hearted warmth shown to her .  She
didn’t  want to leave!

This is a tremendous show of “w ho we are”  at Advent.

Thank you
M aureen Loughnane-Stack

K eep them all in your p rayers. Please remember to review the names you have added to both the
Military and Prayer lists.  Notify the offi ce of changes.

Choir Notes



M ilitary Li st:

 Air Force
USAF Reserve Barbara Craig
Christopher Belvi lle
Jonathan Jacobs

Army
Lt. Col. Michael Saulnier
David Arnold, Special Forces
WO1 Kevin Vitale
Christopher Farrell
Lt. Col. Michael Richardson
1  Lt. Christopher GetterST

Stanley Joseph Vos
Jason Goerl
Brian Teach, Special Forces

National Guard
Royce Taliaferro. 

 Coast Guard
PS3 John Holman

Marine Corps
Sgt. Christopher O’Boyle
Gen. Richard Natonski
Lt. Col. Jeff rey Q. Hooks

Navy
SW1 Jeff  Ballas 
Seann Van Osdel
Lt. Irven Le Moyne
Lt. Wayne Patras
Lt. J. G. Michael Guy
Justin Kinzel

Prayer L ist

Truman, Luke Burton, Lauren Muller,
KateyLynn Burt, Nancy Wirth, Ilsa, Susan
Pedicord, Will iam Farnum, Woody Sharp,
Bonnie, Evan Erikson, Marie, Darlene Nulf,
Dave Sherman, Mim Siedler, Tina Kajok,
Helen Craddock, David Wolf, Cindy Hogan,
Ed Reiseg, Barbara, Louise Hobé,  Mabel
Magil l, Jeannie Geiger, Jane, Dave Walker, 
Dolores Kenneth, Elsie, Sharon
Benzenhoeffer, N, Lois Bender, Erich Broh,
Nicole Forziati, Lady Brown, Phylli s
Conlin, Mac, Joe Ferraro, Bill Wright,
Nancy Ross, Kathryn Bass, Connie Jones,
Ralph Allgeiar, Katherine, Phil Leber,
Susan Drahan, Susan Teague, Craig Stokes,
Will iam (Bill)  Gif ford III , Chuck, Rita
Wyllie, Cindy Libratore, Barbara, Connie &
Tom Schrader, Austin Petty, Rusty Miller,
Dorothy Guthrie, Helen Wight, Jennie
Tekin, David,  Ashlie, Jean Denison,
Eleanor, Louise Owens, Jakob Karslens,
Marion Jansen, Nellie Lynch, Al, Mary, 
Valerie, Rosalyn, Shawn Bravence, Marie,
Jeanne Sharp, Shirley Burt, George Joyce,
Nancy O'Malley, Pat Graham, Stacy Regolo,
Martha Buss, Ed Carver, Karen, Frank
Timm, Art Biggs, Bet McCabe, Tony
Collings, Tasha, Laura Donovan, Alex
Stevens, Elaine Holtzman, Rosemary
Kaufmann, Virginia, Lloyd Chase, Richard
Jume, Kathy Chlumsky, Markie, Jeanette,
Sharon Jewitt, Tim Larsen, Jay Farrell,
Larry, Maurice Edgecombe, William Calise,
Mi llard Stewart, Mary Jane Bradley, Brad,
Leslie, David Hester, Beth Schriber, Evie
Falwell, Margaret Waterman, Regina Story,
Dale Chlumsky, Elli e Hotte, Shelba Bobet,
Ayende Thomas, Alli e Ireland.



CAL ENDAR

Ongoing:

Wednesdays - Healing Service at 9am / Bible Study at 9:30am (Start ing October)
Fir st Thur sday - ECW Progr am (October -M ay)
L ast Thur sday - ECW Boar d (September -Apr il)
Third  Saturd ay - Vestry M eetings (except July &  August)
Fourt h Saturday - Choir W orkshops (Start ing September) from 9:30 am - 11:30 am

Events 2008:

10/04/2008 - Blessing of the Animals at 10 am
10/09/2008 - Hosting Kair os Weekend (Thurs-Sun)
10/11/2008 - Yard Sale @ Oak Ridge fr om 8 am to 1 pm (Help Needed)
10/17/2008 - Wii Party at 6:30 pm
10/26/2008 - Lay M inistry Job Fair af ter service
11/02/2008 - All Saint’ s Day Breakfast
11/09/2008 - Veterans Day
11/27/2008 - Thanksgiving Service at 10 am with Dinner after
11/30/2008 - Celebration of St. Andrew with Bagpiper
12/14/2008 - Bishop Visit
12/21/2008 - Caroling
12/24/2008 - Chr istmas Eve at 5 pm
12/25/2008 - Chri stmas Day at  9am

Events 2009:

01/04/2009 - Pastoral Care Luncheon
01/10/2009 - TGIF  Party
01/25/2009 - Annual M eeting
02/15/2009 - Renewal of M arri age Vows
02/25/2009 - Ash Wednesday Ser vice at 9 am &  7 pm
03/13/2009 - Seder Dinner 
03/27/2009 - ECW Fashion Show
04/05/2009 - PAL M  SUNDAY
04/09/2009 - M aundy Thursday Ser vice (Advent/A ll Saints/St M onica’s) her e at 7pm
04/10/2009 - Good Fri day (Lunch/M editation/Service with Stations)
04/12/2009 - EASTER
05/10/2009 - Mother’s Day Breakfast
05/31/2009 - PENTECOST
06/09/2009 - VBS (Three days)
06/16/2009 - Father’s Day Breakfast



Schedule  for October  5 thr ough November  2, 2008

October 5
21 Pentecost

October 12
22 Pentecost

October 19
23 Pentecost

October 26
24 Pentecost

November 2
25 Pentecost

 

Usher / Greeter Joe & Nancy
Ferraro

Carol Korwan
Dorothy Lentz

Art & Mary Sherden Nancy Ferraro
Marie Spittler

Ell ie Hotte
Dorothy Lentz

Old Testement &
Psalm
(1  Reading)st

Shelba Bobet Richard Tinker Don Wisdom Maureen Loghnane-Stack Richard Tinker

Epistle & Prayers
(2  Reading)nd

Dot Fields Aric Ireland Dot Fields Sally Lightbody Shelba Bobet

Chalice Bearers Shelba Bobet
Dot Fields

Richard Tinker
Aric Ireland

Don Wisdom
Dot Fields

Jonathan Holman
Sally Lightbody

Richard Tinker
Shelba Bobet

Altar  Guild Norma Svoboda
Kaye Lycke

Allie Ireland
Marijo Schmidt
Vivian Rothaug

Ellie Bent
Rosemary Kaufman
Andrea Zlochower

Jeanné Hudock
Kaye Lycke

Rosemary Kaufman
Norma Svoboda

IF  YOU CANNOT SERVE ON YOUR ASSIGNED DAY – PLEASE ARRANGE FOR A SUBSTITUTE



October  2008
Read all about it!

Our Website:
www.adventpalmcity.org

Next Issue Deadline: October 15, 2008
Your Contri bution may be submitted on paper, disk, or 

Email to adventpalmcity@bellsouth.net

Church Service Schedule
9:30 AM Service 

wi th Nursery and Sunday School

mailto:adventpalmcity@bellsouth.net

